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Now we know; that God heareth not Sinners, 
but if any man, be a worſhipper of God, 
and doth his will, him he heareth, 


1* two former diſcourſes upon the proper- 
ties of prayer I endeavoured to point out 
to you every thing that muſt be avoided 


both in the matter and the manner of the 


prayer, and alſo in the diſpoſition of the 
perſon who prays; and the picture of the 
negative properties. of prayer was enlight- 
ened by ſome vivid tints of the poſitive 
bleſſings of it when made with propriety, 
and the indiſpenſable Duty of prayer was 
brought forward into the ſtrongeſt light;—at 
the moment of exhibiting what was to be 
avoided in it, I could contraſt with the 
greater effect what we ought to nurture and 
cultivate in the performance of it, and, while 
I pointed out the bad effects of prayer im- 
properly made, the good effects of it when 


made in purity and piety, its importance as 


a virtue, its extent as a bleſſing, came forth 
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with impreſſive force upon the mind: But 
the ſubjett was conſidered no farther than 
as the prayer of every Individual might affect 
himſelf: Now the purpoſe for which we are 
this day aſſembled ſeems to imply ſome fur- 
ther property in prayer, and, if it does, that 
property is a ſubjett analogous to the duty of 
the day, and fit for our prevent conſideration. 

We are aſſembled at the command of our 
earthly Lord to implore the Lord of Hea- 
ven that our Country be not, delivered a 
Prey to the calamities of war, that the dread- 
ful diſtreſſes of a madding nation come not 
home alſo to our own doors, that we may 
live in Purity, in Piety, and Peace ;—every 
Individual then is to pray, not for himſelf 
alone, but for the nation at large; and the 
prayer of every Individual will be effective 
to that end, will be accepted of God, pro- 
vided, the Individual be holy juſt and good 
in his deſires, attentive earneſt and perſe- 
vering in his prayer, quiet in his ſpirit, law- 
ful in his ſociety; provided alſo, . the Nation 
at large be in a ſtate of aptneſs to deſerve 


the bleſſings for which he prays. 


13 
The command, under the authority of 
Which we are aſſembled, is juſtified by Scrip- 
tare; Abrabam prevailed very far with God 
in the behalf of Sodom and the five Cities 
of the Plain; had ten been found righteous 
Sodom would have been ſpared;—Again, in 
the New Covenant, © If any man ſee his 
brother fin a fin which is not unto death, 
he ſhall aſk, and God ſhall give him life 
for them that ſin not unto death; — Theſe 
are ſufficient authorities on which to reſt 
the ſcriptural propriety of our praying for 
others; but theſe authorities carry with them 
alſo their conditions, Abraham's praying was 
of no effect for the City becauſe only four 
righteous were found in it, and we have no 
authority to pray for a brother if his Sin 
be a Sin unto death: ”—it is needleſs ſurely 
to do more than juſt aſſert, that, with reſpeQ 
to the perſon who prays, the requiſites for the 
acceptability of his prayer cannot be leſs, 
when he prays for another, than when he 


prays for himſelf. 


Now the objeas of our this-day's prayers 
are widely extended indeed; We are pray- 
ing that we may not become the Victims of 


46 


the Calamities of the Times ; on how many various 


cauſes do thoſe calamities depend! open vio- 


lence, ſecret perfidy, national fury and force, 
individual reſtleſſneſs envy and malice, vice 
in general, unworthineſs in particular, Theſe 
are the mighty enemies of our Peace; mighty 
though they be, yet we are afraid of nothing 
but,—too great unworthineſs in ourſelves who 
aſk,—too general a depravity in the commu- 
nity for which we pray; for, as the beſt 


belp in nature can be of no avail where 
| the Subject is incapable of help, fo nei- 


ther is it to be looked for in a very high 
degree, however capable the Subject, but 
from a tranſcendency in the means.— 
He amongft us then who has any extra- 


ordinary piety is fit to be an Intereeſſor 


for others; thus Phineas, extraordinary for 
his zeal, prayed, and the plague ceaſed from 


among the prevaricating Iſraelites; thus Abra- 


ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, extraordinary in their 
prayers, and devotion, as well as in. their obe- 
dience, were fit Interceſſors in behalf of their 


- poſterity :—Let us therefore who live in times 


of extraordinary trouble, who find ourſelves 
expoſed to great dangers and under the preſ- 
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ſure of great ſorrows, who come now to ſoli- 
cit alleviation protection and peace for our- 
ſelves our brethren and our country, who 
find that we may do it, and that we can do 
it —Let us take the moſt ſafe and effeQual 
means, by making each one himſelf a pro- 
per obje& of his neighbour's prayer; thus 
ſhall not only ten, but ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand, be found righteous, and ſo the 
City be faved; for it is in vain that we 
would ſupport kings, and relieve the neceſ- 
ſities of kingdoms, it is in vain that we 
would be effective in the ſtopping of a 
plague, or in the ſucceſs of arnfies, if we do 
not lead a ſtrit and holy life; this ſeems 
to be the only expedient for ſuch as do not 
feel themſelves in zeal a Phineas, in obe- 
dience an Abraham, in devotion an Iſaac 
or a Jacob; and thus, ſhould there be an 
equal to either of theſe in piety, there would 
be nothing to prevent his prayers from hav- 
ing their full effect; — Though then there 
ſhould not be many of us who can effeQually 
intercede for the grace and pardon of others, 
yet, by thus becoming firſt fit objects of grace 
ourſelves, we may all of us come to have a 


1 
ſtock of favour in the court of Heaven, and 


ſo be uſeful to our Brother, to our Prince, 
to our Country; for he that is the beſt 


man towards his God, is the beſt miniſter 


to his King, and in that degree in which 
the religion of any one is great and his 
piety exemplary, in the ſame degree may he 
contribute to the fortune of a kingdom. 


If we would ſupport kings, I have ſaid, 
and relieye the neceſſities of kingdoms ;— 
yes, We would ſupport them, and we ought 
to ſupport them—the pulpit is not a pro- 
per place for politics, neither ſhall politics 
be introduced by me otherwiſe than in ſub- 
ſerviency to the duties of this day, and as far 
as the purport of my diſcourſe may make 


it neceſſary for me to -introduce them.— 


We have ſeen how holy we muſt be in our 
lives if we mean to be uſeful in our prayers, 
we have ſeen that by being holy in our 
lives we may be uſeful, eminently uſeful, 
in our prayers; but the madneſs of the times 
is contagious, and people are perverted from 
willing well; We would ſupport kings; who- 
ever of the eſtabliſhed church is an enemy 


1 


to them is unpardonable; if we lidre any 


ſolid baſis to found our reaſoning upon, to 


reſt our practice upon, to build our hopes 
upon, it is Scripture; in Scripture we find 
that there muſt be inequality of condition, 
there muſt be Poor, there muſt be Rich, and 
that each of the ſtates has its bleſſings and 
its pains, its trials and advantages; in Scrip- 
ture we find that there muſt be Maſter and 
there muſt be Servant, that there muſt be 
Governed, and there muſt be Governors, and 
that each ſtate has its annexed and appro- 
priated duties; and in Scripture we find that 


a diligent obſervance of the duties of that 


ſtate in which Providence has placed us is 
one of the means of forwarding the great 
work of our ſalvation with God;—ſo far 
any Chriſtian is unpardonable who lifts up 
the novel doftrines of falſe Philoſophy, the 
wild effuſions of an enthuſiaſtic and diſtem- 
pered brain, or, to put them in a worſe light 
and perbaps a more true one, the feigned 
didtates of a perverted heart, againſt the ſo- 
ber, ſenſible, and divine authority of the 
ſcripture, and who, to indulge this falſely 


conceived prejudice againſt Kings and Dig- 
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nities, preſumes to fly in the face of the 
conſtituted authorities, and to aft in rebel- 


lious reſiſtance of „the Powers that be; "— 


but We, of the Church eſtabliſhed in theſe 
kingdoms, are ſtill more unpardonable if we 
do ſo; our Church Liturgy is founded on 
Scripture; it was compoſed by ſome of the 
beſt proficients in the ſtudy of the holy 


ſcriptures, by men of the greateſt piety, wiſ- 


dom, and ſenſe; it has received the ſanction 
of ſucceeding ages, and, though it is eafier 
to improve upon what is already invented 
than it were at firſt to invent, yet ſucceed- 
ing ages, ſtill ripening in wiſdom, have not 
thought proper to alter it; in this excellent 
form of- prayer appointed every day, but 
more particularly every ſabbath day, for our 
benefit and uſe, we pray for our King; we 
pray for our paſtoral teachers, Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons; we pray for the Lords of the 
council, the Nobility, and Magiſtrates of the 
realm; we pray for all the inferior officers 
of the king as being, under him, choſen 
ſervants of the lord; we proſtrate ourſelves 
at the ſacred altar's foot, and ſay © O al- 


mighty God, whoſe kingdom is everlaſting, 


rule ſo the heart of thy choſen ſervant George 


(ww 
our king, that be (knowing whoſe miniſter 
he is) may above all things ſeek thy ho- 
nour and glory, and that we and all his 
ſubjetts (duly conſidering whoſe authority he 


hath) may faithfully ſerve, honour, and hum- 


bly obey him, in thee and for thee, according 


to thy bleſſed word and ordonnance: we ſanc- | 


tify the kingly title, we addreſs ourſelves to 
God as *king of kings, and lord of lords, 
the only ruler of princes;” Loyalty and Re- 
ligion are inſeparably conneQed with each 
other amongſt us, and ſhall We catch the 


diſtemper of the preſent times that deeries 


(alas! that more than decries!) all kingly 
authority? Thoſe amongſt us who are ca- 
pable of catching it make a mock of reli- 
gion; let them cure themſelves of this diſ- 
caſe, or let them not dare approach this 
Sanctuary of the Lord, where every part 


almoſt of the divine ſervice has ſome refer- 


ence to the preſervation of that authority 
and dignity which they are bitten with a 
deteſtation of; madneſs canine !—it is this diſ- 
temper which is the primary cauſe of the 
calamities that we are now affembled to pray 


for the removal of; it is the cauſe of 


them amongſt our public enemies abroad, the 


( 12 ) 
hands yet red with their own princes' blood 
are now wielding the ſword over our heads ; 
They wage war with extraordinary fury againſt 
us, becauſe they know how intimately our civil 
and religious government are connected with 


each other, and how difficult a taſk they have 


to.overthrow the two-fold fabric; They wage 
war with peculiar venom againſt this two- 
fold fabric, becauſe it has been the theme 
of the conſtant admiration and praiſe of all the 
men of learning and worth of all countries, 
in all ages, ſince its eſtabliſhment, and be- 
cauſe it ſtands, in its perfection, a ſturdy 
accuſer of their own oppreſſive principles 
and practices; They know the prevalence of 
Religion in ſupport of Royalty, and they 
did not effect the deſtruction of Royalty 
among themſelves but by the previous de- 
ſtruQtion of Religion; it was for this purpoſe 
that, in a deep-ſought reſource of cunning, 
the very names of days and ſeaſons. have 
been changed by them, that the religious 
ideas habitual to particular times might not 
interpoſe any reſtraints to their ſyſtem of 
general devaſtation:—this diſtemper is the 
cauſe (the ſtill more fatal cauſe) of our ca- 
lamities, among our. ſecret. and internal ene- 
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mies at home; the generality of theſe, 1 be- 
lieve the generality of theſe, lie among thoſe 
who preclude themſelves from the benefit 
and inſtruction of our Church Liturgy; They 
forget that they are tolerated and they want to 
rule; They have been foſtered into ſtrength, 
and now they would bite the boſom whoſe 
foſtering warmth has nouriſhed them up to 
their preſent importance; They are ſo far 
from willing to join us in bewailing the 
dreadful .calamities of the war, that they 
rejoice when the events of it are the moſt 
calamitous to us; yet they declaim loudly for 


peace, becauſe ſo the Revolutioniſts with whom 


they are leagued, and with whom they corre- 


ſpond, may be moſt likely to triumph in 
their rapacious tyranny, and becauſe ſuch a 
declamation is likely to gain them favour- 


ers, perhaps proſelytes, among thoſe who, 
though not of their own principles, become 
yet dupes to they ſecret artifice and to their 
own unwillingneſs to contribute to the ne- 


ceſſities of war; They league themſelves with. 


the Revolutioniſts of another country in hopes 


of becoming Revolutioniſts in their own; to 


thoſe, who have bad artifice deeply laid 
enough to overturn (under pretence of reform- 
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ing which would in their cafe have been well) 
to overturn an eſtabliſhed Government and Re- 
ligion, They look up with enthuſiaſtic admira- 
tion; the rapine, the murder, the unmatchably 
horrid cruelties, by which it has been effected, 
They are not in general impudent enough to 
defend, but they are hard-hearted enough to be 


blind to them.—Such are the cauſes of the ca- 


lamities under which we groan;—in weep- 
ing, faſting, and praying we turn to the 
Lord our God, and implore his almighty 


power to ſuccour us; If we are individually 


holy, He will go forth with our armies, and 
we ſhall triumph over our external enemies; 
If we are individually holy, He will abate 
the pride, afſuage the malice, and confound 
the devices of our internal enemies, and 
we ſhall be yet ſafe from all their pro- 
jetted villainies; If the events of war or 


the ſtratagems of conſpiracy be yet unfa- 


vourable to us, we muſt be obliged to make 
ſome unfavourable concluſions either upon 
our own individual unworthineſs or upon the 


general depravity of the nation for which we 


pray; for Cruelty and Tyranny, Rapine and 
Murder, Blood and the Sword and Death, 
Irreligion in all its forms, Immorality in every 


( 15 ) 
extreme, can never. be ſuffered to reign but 
as a temporary ſcourge to thoſe whom the 
all- ſeeing Eye of Providence perceives to 
want ſuch a correQtive to their ſin: Such 
are our enemies;—and even for our enemies 
the pious purity of Chriſtianity commands 
us to pray; we are full of modeſt doubts 
about the prevalence of our prayers when 
we offer them in behalf of thoſe in whom 
we do not know that there exifts any inca- 
pacitating quality againſt their acceptance; 
how tremblingly then muſt we approach the 
divine preſence in interceſſion for thoſe who 
riot in deſtruction, and revel in blood! the 
precept to pray for them is divine, but it 
almoſt exceeds human powers of prattice to 
pray for thoſe whoſe © Sins are as ſcarlet,” pro- 
ſtituting the fair form of Juſtice to the fell 
purpoſes of murther; for thoſe who att from 
gratitude, envy, and malice as principles; 
for thoſe whoſe deſigns are treachery and 
' treaſon, treachery perceptible, but treafon fo 
guarded by cunning as to elude the graſp 
of temporal puniſhment; yet let us pray for 
them, let us pray for their converſion; that 
| they be invited, that they be reproved, that 
| they may attend to the reproof, that their 
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hearts be opened, that they may repent in 


6 this life, and that they be finally admitted to 
Pardon and Happineſs in another, Amen. 


We have prayed, we will continue to pray, 

we will perſevere in amendment and prayer, 
and leave the event to God, truſting that 
== Right will prevail at laſt, and that in his own 
due time he will bring about every thing with 
ll the greateſt wiſdom and the greateſt general 

| | Charity ;—But in the mean time let us be true to 
| ourſelves and to our cauſe, let us guard againſt 
| the infection of the times, which infinuates 
il itſelf by all the ſecret artifices that wrong 
I ever diligently ſeeks in ſubverſion of right, 
| but which right cannot deign to ſtoop to even 


. to counteratt what is wrong; let us not, from 

the ſuggeſtions of Liberality, (the ſtalking- 

horſe by which we are to be cheated out 

of every thing that is good and dear) let | 

us not, from the ſuggeſtions of the -enlight- | 

| ened Liberality of the preſent times, be in- 

0 duced to look with ſuch complacency upon 

1 the religious tenets of others as to relax [ 

ll in our ſenſe of the value, in our venera- OT 

| t 
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tion for our own; and let us remember that 
| Loyalty to our King, Attachment to our 


(49) 
Country, Obedience to our Government, both 
in Church and State, are each of them parts, 
and very eſſential parts, of that individual 
purity which is the indiſpenſable means of 
the acceptability of our prayers, whether they 
be made for ourſelves or others: Now bere 
let me obſerve that by continual murmur- 
ing againſt the things that are, (and ſome 
of us that mean well are but too much given 
to ſuch murmuring) we derogate. from that 
perſonal purity which we ought to be pro- 
greſſive in the improvement of; War is a 
public calamity, but open war is better than 
precarious Peace, and how precarious muſt 
a Peace be with Perſons of ſuch Principles 
as are thoſe with whom we ſhould be obli- 
ged to negotiate one! or ſhould We be miſ- 
taken in their principles, or They correfted in 
them, (ſuppoſitions both wide indeed from 
probability) yet who knows how ſoon the 
ſame. Axe may fall on their heads, which, 
at their inſtigation, ſevered thoſe of their 
immediate predeceſſors in power? and what 
better faith and ſecurity ſhould we have ei- 
ther in the intentions or engagements of 
their murderous ſucceſſors? However, it is 
our duty, whoſe lot it is to be governed, 
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to have a proper confidence in thoſe that 
govern us, who are on many accounts bet- 
ter able to manage the national intereſts than 


we are, and who do-not feel leſs than we the f 

calamity of the war which they find it neceſſary 4 

| to wage; and it is the duty of all of us to con- 5 
duR ourſelves ag under the preſſure of calamity ; 4 

| If any domeſtic toſs whether of fortune or Ie 
; of friends befal us, we curb the fpirit ſp 
| of feaſting, we mortify the taſte for dreſs, 0 
| we retrench our expences of every ſort, we 7 
bend our necks to the yoke that is put upon d. 
| them, and we derive merit from the patience vi 
| and refignation with which we bear it; now 5 
| a public calamity is a private one to every * 
| | individual, public calamity is private cala- cc 
| mity generally diffuſed, and we muſt not, de 
4 we can not enjoy the ſame indulgencies in th 
| the gloom of misfortune which we may have of 
| il been accuſtomed to baſk in during the ſun- ſe: 
| ſhine of profperity; if we have any feeling pe 
| we cannot have the ſame taſte for them, and Wi 

| | if the taſte for them is ſuffered to predomi- ers 
| Il | nate we betray an inſenfibility to every thing an 
| | but ſelf ;—If our private property is inva- wa 
m ded and likely to be loſt, we ſubje& our- {tr 


. elves to the pain and expence of proſecu- 
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ting the invader, we ourſelves ſuffer an im- 
mediate deprivation for the ſake of tranſ- 
mitting to our children the inheritance - of 


their fathers, we purſue the plunderer till 


we bring him to repent of his treſpaſſes, 
or till we put him into a ſtate not to be 
able to treſpaſs any more; and ſhall we be 
leſs intereſted, or leſs earneſt, or leſs per- 
ſevering in proſecuting the dreadful enemies 
of Humanity? ſhall we be faint, weary, and 
ſpiritleſs in our oppoſition to thoſe who would 
deprive us and our. poſterity Of all the ad- 
vantages which our anceſtors have happily 
acquired for us in the perfeQtion of a moſt 
excellent conſtitution, Of all the domeſtic 
comforts which ſociety holds out to us un- 

der the protection of eſtabliſhed laws, Of all 
the bleſſings which we have now the power 
of ſecuring eternally to ourſelves by a con- 
ſcientious obſervance of the precepts of a 
perfect Religion? —No—let us proſecute them 
with our fortunes, our perſons, and our pray- 
ers; let us be patient while the purſuit laſts, 
and, convinced that the © race is not al- 
ways to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 
ſtrong, let us improve ourſelves in all thoſe 
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moral perſonal purities that may make tbe 
prayers of each individual acceptable to che 1 
God of Viddory, and the God of Peace, 7 
that ſo, through his divine interpoſition, both 5 


Victory and Peace may be ours, 
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